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KINGSTEIGNTON TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE VIRTUAL FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 10 June 2020 VIA ZOOM AT 6.00 PM
Present:  
Mayor: Councillor D Rollason

Deputy Mayor:  Councillor B Austen

Councillors: Bovey, Dempster, Jones, Khan, Laws, Peart, Plummer, Ripping, J Scagell, Thorne
Town Clerk:  Mrs C Lakin
Deputy Clerk:  Mrs M Lewis-Clarke
Finance Officer – Mr P Banner

VM48/2020
Apologies
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Brotherton
VM49/2020
Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest
VM50/2020
The Mayor presented the minutes of the meeting held on 27 May 2020, which were adopted.

VM51/2020
County Councillor Report

Devon County Council will have the opportunity to bid for additional funding of £1.35 million this summer for more permanent cycling schemes.  Teignmouth and Dawlish are shovel ready if the bid is successful.  Devon Funding news – the fund title is called Tree Council Branching Out.  Applications must be in my 31 March, 2021 and grants of between £300 and £1500 are available.  Information on this grant to be placed on Social Media.
Devon County Council Cabinet agreed to purchase FlyBe Academy with their partner Exeter College, who have financially contributed.  The building will be used for technical vocational training for reskilling Devon workforce.

There will overnight road closures on the A380 dual carriageways starting from Monday 15 June, 2020 for one week.  They will take place overnight from 7pm to 6 am between Splatford Split and Penn Inn roundabout.  Both Exeter and Torbay bound carriageways will be closed between Penn Inn and Eagle Farm junction and traffic will go via Newton Abbot and Kingsteignton.  The work is for general maintenance.

VM32/2020
District Councillor’s Reports

Cllr Thorne - There have been no meetings at TDC and hence no report.  However, there have been some developments on the Viridor operation and if requested an up to date situation can be provided.  He said that he had spoken with Rachel Tuckett, DCC who is sympathetic with residents’ concerns on the change of working hours and she has the final sanction on the amended hours of working and she can enforce Viridor to return to their old working hours.  I ask councillors to listen for reports of people being disturbed by the changed hours of working as we need to protect our residents.
With regard to the difficult situation of the finances at TDC we are waiting for some information to be provided to us so that we can keep you informed.
Cllr Austen – No report
Cllr Peart – I have been in touch with Ian Perry regarding the 7 allotments on Penns Mount.  This was a planning condition when Lindon Homes started building.  He has said that he cannot find any planning condition regarding this but will look into it.  
Resolved:  that the Clerk should write to Ian Perry regarding the provision of 7 Allotments on the Linden Homes Penns Mount site and ask for an update on this.
Cllr Rollason – No report
VM53/2020
Police Report

PCSO Pike reported that the following incidents which occurred between 24 May to 4 June, 2020 

· Burglary – 1

· Criminal Damage to Vehicle – 2

· Possession – 1

· Theft from Shop – 1

· Criminal Damage – 1

· Theft from Motor Vehicle – 1

We have had several reports of a group of youth gathering in the playing field by Rocky Acres and in Kingsleigh Park.  The Neighbourhood Team have been informed and we are all monitoring the area.  Several of the reports mention a Black Moped with L plates driving on the pavements and up the land with no regard to pedestrians.  I have now spoken to the male rider, issuing strong words of advice with the threat of a Section 59 (allows the police to give drivers a warning, if they are reported to have used their vehicle in a manner which causes “alarm, distress or annoyance”.  If reported to have done so again within a year the police have the right to confiscate the vehicle).
As yet we have no news on a replacement for PC Derbyshire.
Cllr Thorne said that he had been in talks with PC Dingle and PCSO Pike concerning issues of trial bikes at Sandygate, where someone was seriously injured and that it was possible that they were trespassing.  He also said that the report concerning a number of cars being damaged recently is going to court.
VM54/2020
Clerk’s Report

· Data Breach - When the staff were paid on 22 May, 2020 three members of staff never received their pay slips.  Thinking that these had been lost in the post we requested duplicates.  It came to light that our pay slips were printed double sided so those who received their pay slip had someone else’s on the reverse.  Our pay roll is done through TDC and they were immediately contacted.  TDC use Strata Services to send out all pay slips and they were given clear instructions that they all had to be single side printed.  TDC are investigating this data breach and we have requested a report on actions taken when it is available.  Mr Banner has reported this breach to ICO, as the pay slips included bank account details and NI nos.  
· As you are all aware Devon Air Ambulance have begun the phased re-introduction of their service over the past few weeks as they have had new aircraft modifications carried out and have PPE in place.  They are expecting to be using our community landing site and will let us know when they have a date.  
· We have again received reports from local residents that youths are climbing over the fence at Clifford Park and using the facilities, which are closed.  Complaints have also been received of youths gathering and drinking alcohol at Kingsleigh Park during the evenings.  PCSO Pike has been contacted regarding this and has said that they are aware of these gatherings and has asked colleagues to have a look over the next few evenings, when she is not workings, and she will check these areas when back on lates next week.  
4 June, 2020 - Cllr Rollason received a report from a member of the public that there were youths in Clifford Park using the Skate ramp.  I reported this to PCSO Pike and with a colleague she visited the Park straight, but there was no-one there.  This incident was also reported to us via Facebook and an hour later another report came in.  On 5 June, 2020 I asked Mr Turner to visit Clifford Park to check all boundaries to see if he could see any signs of how the youths were entering the Park.

· I have attended a Neighbourhood Seminar on line on Neighbourhood Plans, which was free advising how to start the process.  Stuart Todd who provided this Seminar is based in Somerset and is presently assisting Teignmouth Town Council with their Neighbourhood Plan.  I have a questionnaire to complete and once he has received this he will provide us with a quote for his services to assist us if we wish to proceed with a Neighbourhood Plan
· I attended a session with DALC – Remote Meetings Question and Answer Session.  This was very useful.  Our meetings are running well and a few suggestions were put forward which will be introduced.  These were mainly to do with actions to be taken when members of the public are joining our meeting to ensure that nothing untoward can be shown on the screen by a member of the public.  On the Zoom meetings there is the facility to share screens and this can be locked by the host to stop any interruption to our meeting
· The post displaying the plaques of past councillors, which were originally displayed at The Fountain are now on display in the Community Hall grounds near the Cider Press
· The Plaque showing were the time capsule has been buried next to the Cider Press has now been installed
· A letter has been forwarded to councillors from TDC asking for suggestions for street names for the new development at Penns Mount.  Councillors are asked to forward suggestions to the Clerk and this matter will be discussed at the meeting on 24 June, 2020.
Cllr Bovey was asked if he could suggest some other names for this development and let the Clerk have them prior to the next meeting.
· We now have 28 people on the waiting list for Allotments.  A letter has been sent to Kingsteignton Allotment Association asking if they have any land to provide any further allotments.  This matter will be made an Agenda item for attention
· An email concerning the Bus Timetable changes was sent to councillors and has been placed on Facebook.
VM55/2020
Update on COVID 19 (including information from the Government Website)

Updates are forwarded to councillors as they are received.  Information was forwarded to councillors on High Streets and the way forward
VM56/2020
Finance Report
Mr Banner, Finance Officer, produced bank balance movements for the period 27 May to 10 June, 2020, which were passed to members prior to the meeting.  

Mr Banner said that Zurich have confirmed that we are not covered for losses caused by the pandemic but I have visited the FCA website where they advise that “we intend to obtain court declarations aimed at resolving contractual uncertainty in selected B1 insurance policies”
He said that most of the grant cheques had now been cashed with the following exceptions:

· Kingsteignton Swimming Pool returned their grant of £900 as they said they were unable to accept this as it looked very unlikely that the pool would open
· Twinning Association have said that they will only cash their grant cheque of £500 if the exchange visit happens.

· The other cheque not yet cashed is for Strokes Ahead for £350.

Mr Banner is taking weekly readings of the Gas, Electricity and Water and the total for all for a week is approximately £50
VM57/2020
To discuss the structure of future Town Council meetings

Councillors were passed a report from Cllr Rollason detailing the meetings held with the Clerk, Deputy Clerk and County Councillor twice a week which are carried out by Zoom and are held instead of the face to face meetings to discuss new issues arising from the pandemic, plan future council agendas, progress on current tasks and the day to day status of Kingsteignton Town Council operations

At present all council meetings are suspended and the Full Council is meeting every other week via Zoom, where at the moment members of the public are not being invited due to our inexperience with Zoom.
Proposals to go forward are:

1. Continue with Full Council meetings every other week at 6pm on Wednesdays via Zoom.  This can be reviewed at changed at any meeting by a vote under the standing agenda item “Update on COVID19 (including information from the Government Website)
2. Committees remain suspended and important issues to be dealt with at the Full Council meetings.  
3. Planning applications continue to be dealt with by email and the Clerk, as approved under Delegated Powers at the meeting held on Wednesday 18 March, 2020 CR22/2020.  The Clerk will discuss divergent views with the Planning Committee Chairman before sending responses to TDC.  The Clerk emails copies of the responses to councillors for their information.

4. Meetings will be open to the public from the next meeting following agreement to do so, the process will be as TDC, publication on our website and Facebook requesting expression of interest to join in.  Those doing so will be sent a Zoom invitation at the time.  The rules covering public representations will be as per standing orders.

5. Consider that we hold a virtual Annual Meeting in July.  Timing may depend on how well we can manage public involvement on Zoom)  There is no legal requirement to do this until next year, 2021
6. Other options are welcomed and we not need to finalise all options at the first attempt
Resolved:
· That public should be invited to meetings with effect from 1 July, 2020

· That the Annual meeting of the Town Council should be held on Wednesday 29 July, 2020 with members of the public being invited

· That the document prepared by Cllr Rollason be accepted as a working document with amendments made as and when necessary

VM58/2020
To discuss and approve Remote Meetings Protocol and Procedures – amendments to Standing Orders

Resolved: that this document be adopted.
VM59/2020 Letter from Lord-Lieutenant of Devon – to discuss and nominated significant individual deserving of national recognition as part of the Queen’s Birthday Honours to capture and recognise those making exceptional efforts in support of our communities in the face of the challenges of recent months
Resolved: Nominations put forward by Councillors were accepted. These will be kept confidential and release as appropriate in the official process. 
VM41/2020
List of Representatives to outside Organisations
Climate Emergency - Cllr Khan said that following delivery of the latest newsletter which had an article on Climate Emergency he has received five emails from residents on 20 mph speed limits, tree planting and biodiversity, to which he has responded.  He is also helping Teign School with a tree application.

Resolved: that Cllr Khan should reconvene the Climate Emergency Working Party. 
DALC - Mrs Lakin gave the following report received from Cara Stobart, County Officer, DALC:

Reopening our highstreets
We participated in another call with DCC and district council representatives from across Devon and we were updated on the status of projects which are being progressed by DCC under the Reallocation of Road Space Fund. DCC was provisionally allocated £338k by the Dept for Transport in Phase 1. Phase 1 is for closing roads to through traffic, installing segregated cycle lanes and widening pavements. Projects in Exeter, Newton Abbot, Barnstable and Bideford have taken priority as they meet the criteria for temporary, low cost interventions which will help to avoid overcrowding on public transport systems as the economy begins to restart. These four projects will use up most of the available funding and there is now approx. only £38k left for the rest of Devon so there is a need to manage expectations when Town and Parish Councils filter suggestions from their communities and the advice is still that any emerging ideas should be discussed with your Neighbourhood Highways Officer in the first instance. The criteria for Phase 2 are less certain and will be released later in the summer to enable more permanent measures but will probably be subject to a formal bidding process. 

 

Updated information on the funding and DCC’s approach can be found here:  

https://www.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/safe-travel/reallocation-of-roadspace-for-active-travel/what-is-devon-county-council-doing/ 
 

On the call today, we also discussed the Reopening High Streets Safely fund. It appears that this funding will be paid to District Councils directly and covers temporary public realm changes (including to DCC owned highway assets) to ensure that reopening of local economies can be managed successfully and safely. There were some good ideas coming out of the other District Councils around PR, environmental health officer support for Town businesses, relaxation of the licensing requirements for café licences and of street trading licencing for temporary events and pop up businesses on District Council owned land etc.

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/reopening-high-streets-safely-fund-guidance 
In addition, they commented that some Districts were ahead of others.  South Hams/West Devon were well organised with PR, providing on the ground environmental health supporting and looking to provide webinars for local businesses.  Torridge is supporting towns with signage.  Mid Devon focusing on safety aspects/risk assessments.  Funding from the Reopening High Street Safely Fund are likely to remain with the Districts due to nature of the EDRF funding and its complex reporting – but some Districts are using their own funds to support towns (South Hams/West Devon are giving £5k to each town).
Kingsteignton School – Cllr Scagell said that she had spoken with to Kingsteignton School.  They are still open for Key Worker children and vulnerable children from Reception class and year 1.  Monday to Friday am Friday pm is the teachers time for preparing the on line classes.  There are 45-50 children attending school at present.  They have no plans to reopen until September but of course that could change.  I offered my help and said that the Council could sign post for anything they may need.
PCC – Cllr Thorne provided the following report:

· Gypsy and Travel sites – clarification of the rules of engagement have appeared in bulletins from the OPCC – no doubt many of you receive this on the security bulletins.  My only observations were that Police can use their Section 51/52 notices in dire criminal circumstances and then normally refer to LA and then direct to allocated/permitted temporary sites with basic features as direct by LA.  I have asked for further details as it was unclear whether we share the Haven Banks Coach park with Exeter or whether we have our own sites in Teignbridge
· The PCC report to the Cllr Advocates 

· I did see the actions taken by the PCC for the protection of animals being killed all too often be excessive speed of vehicles and presumably poor driving by individuals on the roads of Bodmin Moor.  The PCC has actually supplied residents/farmers with in vehicle video equipment to keep a check on vehicles like the operation Snap where citizens record the activities of traffic offenders on the road as they drive along.
Rydon Primary School - Cllr Ripping received a report from the school as follows:

We reopened on 1 June, 2020 for children in Reception and Year 6.  Reception children will be in for 3.5 weeks until 23 June, 2020 in 6 groups of up to 10.  The year 6 children will be in for six weeks – alternate weeks for each class in three groups of up to 10.  From 25 June, 2020 we will welcome children from year 1 back in 6 groups of up to 10 children.  These three year groups are the ones identified as priorities by the Government.
In addition to these children we have continued to cater for key worker and vulnerable children.  We currently run four groups of up to 10 children each day.  The current average daily numbers are:


Reception – 42 children out of a possible 60

Year 6 – 18 children out of a possible 30

Key worker/vulnerable children – daily average 38

We have limited our groups to a maximum of 10 children (Government guidance up to 15).  This is to ensure greater social distancing.  

New signage and routines are evident around the school and the different groups are kept apart for lunches and break times.  Staggered start and end times have been introduced.  All staff have returned apart from two teachers who are shielding and three support staff who are also shielding.

Home learning continues for all year groups who have not returned following the wider reopening.  

VM61/2020
Reports

CVS - A copy of the report received from CVS was forwarded to all councillors for information.

VM62/2020
To consider request received from Tiny Toes for Signage to be placed outside the Community Hall to advertise the Pre School
Resolved:  that Tiny Toes request for signage at the front of the Community Hall be agreed in principle subject to them providing the Council with a copy of the Sign they wish to use, what size the sign will be and where they would like it positioned.  Information to be taken back to Council for final approval 
Resolved: that Tiny Toes be advised that they will need to cover the cost of the signage, apply and pay for Planning Permission for the sign to be placed at the front of the Community Hall and for the installation of the sign.  

VM63/2020
to consider replacement of the Council garage pedestrian door and the door for Tiny Toes Pre-School storage facility at the rear of the garage  

Resolved:  that the Clerk should look into the different types of security doors that could be used for the replacement of the two doors on the garage and provide quotes to be considered by the Council.

VM64/2020
Kingsteignton Swimming Pool

Following a request from the Town Council Kingsteignton Swimming Pool have provided the council with figures showing their projected outgoings and income during the COVID 19 Pandemic.
Resolved: that the grant of £14,000 be issued to Kingsteignton Swimming Pool.

VM65/2020
Date of next meeting

The next meeting is to be held on Wednesday 24 June, 2020 at 6pm via Zoom.

Signed:……………………………….    Dated:……………………………..
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