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KINGSTEIGNTON TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE VIRTUAL FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 22 APRIL 2020 VIA ZOOM AT 6.10 PM
Present:  
Mayor: Councillor D Rollason

Councillors: Bovey, Brotherton, Dempster, Jones, Khan, Laws, Peart, Plummer, Ripping, Scagell, Thorne
Town Clerk:  Mrs C Lakin
Deputy Clerk:  Mrs M Lewis-Clarke


Finance Officer – Mr P Banner

VM01/2020
Apologies
Apologies were received from Cllr Austen

VM02/2020
Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest

VM03/2020
Discussion/Adoption of Policies

· Operation London Bridge – Resolved:  that the Policy be adopted and updated annually

· Virtual Meeting Policy -  Resolved: that the Policy be adopted

· Sickness Policy -  amendments:

· Return-to-work meetings  final action point “a handover of work where appropriate” to have added “and to update on progress of events, new policies etc.,

· Medical Appointments  final sentence to read:  “The council will allow reasonable time off work for such appointments, but staff should either take annual leave or time will need to be made up

Resolved: that this document should be sent to Ellis Whittam to ask for their comments and then be brought back to committee for further discussion.

VM04/2020
Monitoring and reporting community activity in relation to COVID 19
Discussion took place on the activities of CVS and how they operate.  Cllr Rollason said that CVS are appointed by TDC as a lead in coordinating the voluntary sector, training and situations such as this.  They play a major role and offer advice.  Discussion took place on Newton COVID 19 Mutual Group and KingsCare and the roles they are taking in the Pandemic.

Cllr Rollason said that in due time feedback on performance will be received from these organisations on who they are helping, funding etc.

Cllr Peart shared his report from the Old Rydon:

I have been in touch with Charlie Tinnyunt, they are making and delivering up to 350 meals a week which cost £3.00 each.  Charlie and his two Chefs do all the meals and washing up and work 4 days - two days they do the cooking day, one day they cook 150 meals and on day two they cook 200 meals. These are delivered by local businesses who are giving their time to help out.   Fifty of the meals are going to COVID Nurses who work at Torbay Hospital, one of the Staff Nurses lives in Kingsteignton.  They also provide meals for Kingscare staff.  Regarding food supplies, I have been in touch with Westaway’s Sausages and the owner donated sausages to make into meals, sausages rolls, bangers and mash; BDF from Bovey Tracey are supplying vegetables and the Old Rydon could cope with providing more meals.  There may be residents out there who need this help and I would ask that if we know of anybody that the information is passed on to Kingscare.
Cllr Rollason shared a report from KingsCare as follows:

These are some of the statistics provided by KingsCare:

· Shopping up to midday today: 124 requests made by 65 different people met by 24 different volunteers (all new) and 2 staff members.

· Total value of requests processed - £3,852.20

· An average of 10 requests for the delivery of prescriptions per day.  Almost 250 prescriptions have been collected and delivered in total so far.
· 31 different requests for help have come through Teignbridge via the CVS, 10 of which have been taken on by KingsCare as they are for Kingsteignton residents. The others have been forward to the appropriate agencies.

· The Old Rydon Inn are delivering 265-300 meals per week to Kingsteignton residents + 30-40 to Cromie Ward at Torbay Hospital

· Almost 200 shopping trips made (excluding the home shopping service)
· 250+ vulnerable individuals contacted on a weekly basis by staff and volunteers
· Many new volunteers have replaced almost all of our previous volunteers who are in ‘at risk’ groups.
· Food parcels, hot meals organised and being expanded
· Fully integrated efforts with the rest of the community – strong community effort!
Grant Applications
Since the start of Covid-19 approximately 14 applications have been filed with total value of approximately £30k of which around £4k has been received to date.

The Lottery has confirmed that they will be focusing all funding for approximately next 6 months on Covid-19 response and that we are running the right type of activities and, therefore, could possibly get some of the money that is coming through.
Report from Newton Abbot and Kingsteignton COVID 19 Mutual Aid
 

· Superdrug East Street are referring people to us for prescription collections and we have had approx. 100 people who have asked for collections over the last month some on several occasions
· We have provided 47 fresh food packs over the last three weeks either at cost price or free depending on need
· We are working with Costcutters to provide an order delivery service as well as providing a shopping service where necessary
· In total I, Jane Hayden, have personally dealt with over 160 requests for help and support of various different kinds, the other coordinators have had requests made directly to them too.

Gaps in need being met, are pretty much as you would expect a lack of support for mental health and dementia patients, the people who were struggling before are in more need now and as we go along we are expecting to find that those who were just managing to get by before are going to struggle with paying for food.
CVS were offering zoom conferences to volunteers last week “Guidance on being a volunteer”, the next will be “Supporting vulnerable people”
PPE 

Example of one of several organisations supplying cloth to individuals and collecting finished articles.

I thought you might be interested in supporting this GoFundMe, https://www.gofundme.com/f/the-sewing-scrub-army?utm_source=customer&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=p_cp+share-sheet.

Even a small donation could help Charlotte Ott reach their fundraising goal. If you can't make a donation, it would be great if you could share the fundraiser to help spread the word. 
Possible help

Western Power Distribution - In This Together - Community Matters Fund

http://www.westernpower.co.uk/customers-and-community/in-this-together-community-matters-fund
Cllr Peart said that Bishopsteignton Parish Council had managed to obtain PPE supplies and it was agreed that he should research this further and provide the council with further information.  Cllr Rollason said that there were local groups that had been set up to sew scrubs for hospital staff.

Cllr Peart said that there are still vulnerable people that have not been contacted and proposed that the Council should contact KingsCare to see if Councillors could help with making telephone calls to those who are on their own.  It was suggested that each councillor could take on five residents to phone, if KingsCare were able to provide us with this information.  From this Councillors would be able to assist those who are not receiving the help required to be put in contact with those who could help. 
Western Power Distribution have put a fund together and the council could apply for funds from this if necessary.

Cllr Scagell suggested that Bluebird Care should be contacted to see if they needed any assistance as they deal with vulnerable residents.  After minute:  Cllr Scagell contacted the Care Manager at Bluebird Care situated at The Fountain and they said:
“They were trading well and the only issue they had is with the procurement of PPE.  They confirmed that they are expecting a delivery of PPE from Dave Daymen next week and are giving him a donation to help cover some of his out of pocket expenses.  Cllr Scagell asked if it would be possible to assist Bluebird with a donation/grant.

Cllr Khan asked that a list of Organisations and individuals helping during this difficult time be kept so that the Town Council could thank them for all their help.  

Unmet need - Cllr Rollason said that all councillors should contact the organisation that they are representatives of to touch base and ask if they are aware of anyone that needs assistance, how they are getting on and if they are losing income during this pandemic.

Cllr Ripping gave an update from Rydon Primary School

Mr Banwell, Headteacher, said that the school had been open all over the Easter period including the bank holidays with staff volunteering to come in. In term time we are offering places to key worker and vulnerable children and also have children coming down from our partner school at Christow. On average we have between 15 and 25 children each day.

In addition to this:

· Work is being set for all children – see school website www.rydonprimary.org.uk 

· We are making calls and socially distanced visits to vulnerable families and arranging for free school meal vouchers for these families. 

· We have arranged for ipads to be lent to families in need of additional resources

· We are arranging for a book library to be available on the front playground with set times to ensure social distancing
We have regular posts on our Facebook page and a weekly newsletter to parents on a Friday which could include any council message that you would like me to send out. Please let me know.

 

I am very aware of the need for pre-school places in the town due to the closure of Tiny Toes and Rackerhayes. I have offered them both a temporary base here at Rydon but this has not yet been taken up.
We are not providing meals, the children are bring a packed lunch with them.
Cllr Ripping said that Stover Canal have reduced their workings along the canal, but somebody is patrolling this area to ensure that it is safe.

Cllr Scagell said that Kingsteignton School are open for children of Key Workers

Cllr Peart said that Sibelco have furloughed their staff with just a few Key Workers remaining on site.

Cllr Rollason asked that when councillors have spoken to organisations that they submit a report to Mrs Lakin so that these can be passed on at meetings.

Cllr Peart is to contact the Senior Citizen Club to see how they are faring and it there is any help that can be offered to them or their members.  
Cllr Peart will also contact Nursing Homes in Kingsteignton to see if there is anything that can be done to assist them.  After minute:  Cllr Peart has been in touch with local Care homes:

· Pennsmount Residential are copping well no problems with PPE 
· Greenhill Residential are also copping well they use 75 masks per day if we could source some this would help 
· Coombesend Residential are copping well they use  many pairs of gloves this is something we could help with if we can source them our three Care Homes are copping well 
Cllr Rollason agreed to talk to the Local Health Organisation to see if there was anything that the council could help with in Kingsteignton.  Cllr Peart said that he would also look into this in his County Councillor capacity.

VM05/2020
Kingsteignton Town Council budget reporting and long-term planning re COVID-19

Mr Banner said that he would:

· Compare the monthly figures, income and expenditure, for this month with those for last month and report back.

· Will prepare a Spreadsheet with details of grants given under the yearly allocation and from the Coronavirus Emergency Fund

· As requested would increase the 6 month Precept reserves and look at preparing a draft document with restricted funds being passed for certain projects.  He will work with Mrs Lakin on this and this will be discussed at the meeting on Wednesday 29 April, 2020

VM06/2020
Clifford Park

Resolved:  that at present Clifford Park should remain closed to the public but this should be monitored.  The Town Council have a duty of care to protect members of the public from COVID 19.  Reactions from members of the public will be monitored.

Resolved:  that Mrs Lakin should contact Fr Smith St Michaels Church and Ian Avery, St Michaels Church to chase the signing of the contract for installing a receiver on the Church Tower.

VM07/2020
TDC Local Plan review
Resolved:  that a Working Party consisting of Cllrs Peart, Law, Ripping, Dempster and Rollason should look at this document and provide the council with a draft response.

The meeting closed at 19.50

Signed:                                                     Dated:
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